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Greek Apparatus 



TRIBICUS, STILL, AND OTHER APPARATUS DESCRIBED BY SYNESIUS 

IN THE FOURTH CENTURY 
From a drawing in a Greek manuscript 




Indian Alchemical Apparatus 































The Four Elements 
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FIGURE 2 ■ The four elements of the ancients: Fire, Air, Earth, and Water from St. 
Isidore, De Responsione Mundi Et Astrorum Ordinatione (Augsburg, 1472) (courtesy of 
The Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University). 

From Greenberg - “A Chemical History Tour” 











Aristotle’s Transmutation Diagram 





Modern appearances of the four elements 
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The Tria Prima - Paracelsus 


Salt 



Sophie Sulfur - male, Soul 
Sophie Mercury - female, Spirit 
Sophie Salt - Material Body 



Tria prima from Della Tramutatione Metallica by Giovanni Battista Nazari (Brescia, 1599) 





The Seven Planetary Metals 
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Table of the Association of Metals and Planets. 
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* or mercury ; f or mixed metal; J or bronze ; § or brass. 


3 Partington, Origins, 397, 417. 


The 12 processes of the Zodiac 


Zodiac Sign 

Symbol 

Process 
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Zodiac Sign 

Symbol 

Process 
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Essence 


Amalgam 

A 

Oil of Vitriol 
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Aqua Regia 
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Distilled vinegar 
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30 
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Sal Ammoniac 
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Symbolic Relationships 

Water 
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Symbolic Relationships 
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Symbolic Relationships 
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Systematized Symbols. 



Water 



Earth 


Air 


Fire 




Animals - Birds 


Black Crow - blackening, putrefaction 
White Swan - superficial spirituality 
Peacock - shift in perspective 
Pelican - self sacrifice 
Phoenix - completion and rebirth 


From “The Birds in Alchemy” by Adam McLean 



Animals 


Green Lion - power of nature, iron sulfate 
Gray Wolf - antimony, amalgamation 
Snake or Serpent - Rebirth, connection 
Ouroboros - infinity, completion 
Toad - wet pathway similar to Black Crow 
White Eagle - dry pathway of Swan 
White Unicorn - spiritual transition 
Dragon - like serpent, beginning and end 


From “Animal Symbolism in the Alchemical Tradition” by Adam McLean 
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The Green Lion 

























FIGURE 18 . ■ The passionate struggle of the winged Green Lion (volatile female prim 
ciple; “sophic” mercury) and the Red Lion (fixed male principle; “sophic sulfur”) (from 
A talanta Fugiens, courtesy The Roy G. Neville Historical Chemical Library). 

From Greenberg - “A Chemical History Tour” 
























The Gray Wolf 
(of Antimony) 
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The Phoenix 



The Pelican 
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The Twelve Philosophical Keys 
of Basil Valentine 

Duodecim Claves philosophic/e 



1. Amalgamation 

2. Separation 

3. Purification 

4. Putrefaction 

5. Solution 

6. Conjunction 


7. Gestation or ? 

8. Fermentation 

9. The Cycle 

10. Tria Prima 

11. Multiplication 

12. Calcination 


Basilius Valentinus, 15 th century Alchemist, 

Canon of the Benedictine Priory of Sankt Peter in Erfurt, Germany 
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The parts of the Cycle 


Tria Prima 





Multiplication 


























Calcination 
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Another version of the Keys 
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Gestation? 


Fermentation 


The Cycle 
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Correspondences? 


1. Amalgamation 


2. Separation 

Scorpio 

3. Purification 


4. Putrefaction 


5. Solution 

Cancer 

6. Conjunction 


7. Gestation 


8. Fermentation 

Capricorn 

9. The Cycle 


lO.Tria Prima 


11 .Multiplication 

Aquarius 

12. Calcination 

Aries 



Multimedia Alchemy - 1617 


Michael Maier’s Atalanta Fugiens 

Included: 50 emblems, epigrams, discourses and fugues 



Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Maier 











Emblem 1 


The wind has 

CARRIED IT IN HIS 
BELLY. 



The foetus, hidden in BOREAS’ womb, 

Shall one day rise up, living, to the light; 

He only shall surpass all heroes’ deeds 

With art, with hand, with body’s strength and mind. 
Let yours not be a Coeso, an abortion , 

An Agrippa, but born beneath good stars. 
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APPARATUS FOR TRANSMUTATION DESCRIBED BY PARACELSUS 


From woodcuts of the sixteenth century 

REPUTED AUTOGRAPH OF PARACELSUS 
From a manuscript preserved at Salzburg 







Other Infamous (and Fictitious) Alchemists 


The Alchemist Dr. Alchemy 


Mr. Element 


(villains from the comic book The Flash) 
Images from 
















Resources 


“A Chemical History Tour: Picturing Chemistry from 
Alchemy to Modern Molecular Science” 

by Arthur Greenberg 

“The Golden Game: Alchemical Engravings of the 
Seventeenth Century” 
by Stanislas K. De Rola 
“Lure and Romance of Alchemy” 
by C.J.S. Thompson 
The Alchemy Web Site 

Adam McLean 

Ambix 

The Journal for the Society for the History of 
Alchemy & Chemistry 



